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S U M M A R Y
We present a discrete representation of strongly heterogeneous poroelastic medium with the
JKD-model of the frequency-dependent permeability and resistive friction, and the corre-
sponding finite-difference (FD) scheme for numerical modelling of seismic wave propagation
and earthquake ground motion in structurally complex media. The scheme is capable of sub-
cell resolution, that is, allows for an arbitrary shape and position of an interface in the spatial
grid. The medium can have either a zero resistive friction or non-zero constant resistive fric-
tion or JKD frequency-dependent resistive friction. The scheme has the same computational
efficiency as the scheme for a smoothly and weakly heterogeneous medium (medium without
material interfaces) because the number of operations for updating wavefield is the same.
Several comparisons with a semi-analytical approach proves the efficiency and reliability of
the subcell-resolution FD scheme. An illustrative example demonstrates differences between
earthquake ground motion in the Biot’s and JKD variants of the model of the surface sedimen-
tary basin. The example indicates that it is desirable to perform an extensive parametric study
in order to find out when it is necessary to apply relatively complicated and computationally
more demanding JKD model and when much simpler Biot’s model is sufficient.

Key words: Permeability and porosity; Numerical approximations and analysis; Computa-
tional seismology; Earthquake ground motions; Site effects; Theoretical seismology; Wave
propagation.

1 I N T RO D U C T I O N

Moczo et al. (2019) developed a discrete grid representation of a strongly heterogeneous poroelastic medium with zero or non-zero constant
(frequency independent) resistive friction for the finite-difference (FD) modelling of seismic wave propagation. The representation makes it
possible (i) to model an arbitrary shape and position of a material interface in the spatial grid with subcell resolution, (ii) to keep computational
efficiency of the FD scheme for a homogeneous or smoothly and weakly heterogeneous medium. The latter property is because the number of
algebraic operations for updating stress-tensor, fluid pressure, and the solid and fluid particle velocities in the scheme for the discrete represen-
tation of the strongly heterogeneous medium (including material interfaces) is the same as that for the homogeneous or smoothly and weakly
heterogeneous medium. The only difference is that it is necessary to evaluate averaged grid material parameters once before the FD simulation
itself.

Approximately, the Biot’s characteristic frequency separates the so-called low-frequency and high-frequency regimes of wave propagation
in the poroelastic medium. At low frequencies, that is at frequencies sufficiently lower than the Biot’s characteristic frequency, it is possible to
consider a non-zero frequency-independent resistive friction. At high frequencies it is necessary to consider a frequency-dependent resistive
friction. Johnson, Koplik & Dashen (1987) developed a model (now called the JKD model) of the poroelastic medium with frequency-
dependent dynamic permeability that is not restricted to either low or high frequencies. The frequency-dependent permeability implies
frequency-dependent resistive friction.
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1.1 Our goal

It is logical to extend the methodology presented by Moczo et al. (2019) to the JKD model of the poroelastic medium. Such an extension
will make it possible to apply the FD modelling with the sub-cell resolution capability to strongly heterogeneous poroelastic media in any
frequency range with respect to the Biot’s characteristic frequency. One specific example is the earthquake ground motion in surface sediments
with high permeability. In the highly permeable sediments, the Biot’s characteristic frequency can be relatively close to the earthquake ground
motion and earthquake-engineering frequency range of interest.

1.2 FD modelling in the poroelastic medium

Since Moczo et al. (2019) presented a relatively detailed overview of the FD modelling of seismic wave propagation in the poroeleastic
medium, we just briefly comment important contributions which were not mentioned in the above paper.

Itzá et al. (2016) applied the global optimal implicit staggered-grid FD scheme based on the least-squares approach, proposed originally
by Liu (2014) for the elastic medium, to 2-D porous media. Balam et al. (2018) incorporated the above FD scheme into the self-organizing maps
of the neural network algorithm to obtain synthetic waveforms in poroelastic media for reservoir modelling. Zhang et al. (2017) developed
explicit flat-free-surface boundary condition for modelling seismic wave propagation in the poroelastic medium using the staggered-grid FD
scheme. A recent and very valuable contribution to the FD modelling of seismic wave propagation in poroelastic medium is presented in
the paper by Sun et al. (2019). Sun et al. developed a modification of the traction-imaging scheme developed originally by Zhang & Chen
(2006) and Zhang et al. (2012) for modelling seismic wave propagation in elastic models with non-planar free surface. Sun et al. (2019)
extended the approach to the poroelastic medium. They expressed equations of Biot’s theory in curvilinear coordinates and solved them on
the collocated grid using the 4th-order accurate Runge–Kutta scheme with alternating applications of the forward and backward MacCormack
FD approximations. They derived formulas of the free-surface boundary conditions for the poroelastic medium in the curvilinear coordinates
and subsequently implemented them with the traction-imaging method.

1.3 Analytical and semi-analytical methods and solutions

Usually, the analytical and semi-analytical solutions are restricted to structurally and/or rheologically simple models. However, just due to
these restrictions they are very useful in investigating physics of seismic wave propagation using fundamental canonical models. At the same
time, analytical and semi-analytical solutions are indispensable in verifying the approximate numerical-modelling methods.

Comprehensive reviews of the analytical and semi-analytical solutions for elastic wave propagation in the poroelastic medium can be
find in, for example Karpfinger et al. (2009), Schanz (2009) and Cheng (2016). Here we mention just one method developed by Mesgouez &
Lefeuve-Mesgouez (2009) because we will directly use the method to verify the FD modelling. Mesgouez & Lefeuve-Mesgouez (2009) derived
the semi-analytical solution for a model consisting of horizontal poroelastic layers over a poroelastic half-space. The wavefield is excited
by a vertically polarized load (acting on a strip) at the free surface. Mesgouez & Lefeuve-Mesgouez (2009) used the exact stiffness matrix
method for the Biot’s theory coupled with a matrix conditioning technique. The solution is developed at first in the wavenumber–frequency
domain and can be transformed into the space–time domain using Fourier transforms. The equations of motion contain frequency-dependent
dynamic permeability κ(ω). The solution can be expressed in terms of any poroelastic field variable.

1.4 Structure of this paper

We can outline the structure of this paper:

(1) constitutive relations for the smoothly heterogeneous poroelastic medium and the averaged poroelastic medium representing possibly
strongly heterogeneous medium with material interfaces,

(2) equations of motion for the medium with a constant resistive friction,
(3) the frequency-domain Darcy’s law for the frequency-dependent resistive friction,
(4) derivation of the time-domain Darcy’s law for the frequency-dependent resistive friction using Laplace–Carson transform,
(5) numerical approximation of Darcy’s law using an efficient optimization procedure,
(6) derivation of equations of motion for an averaged medium representing strongly heterogeneous medium with the frequency-dependent

resistive friction,
(7) partitioning of the unifying equation into stiff and non-stiff systems,
(8) the FD scheme,
(9) numerical verification against the semi-analytical method,
(10) illustrative example for the low and high permeable sediments in a local surface basin.

We address the 2-D P-SV problem. The approach can be readily extended to the 3-D problem.
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2 C O N S T I T U T I V E L AW

2.1 Smoothly heterogeneous isotropic poroelastic medium

The constitutive relations for the 2-D P-SV problem may be written as⎡
⎢⎢⎢⎣

σxx

σzz

σxz

−p

⎤
⎥⎥⎥⎦ =

⎡
⎢⎢⎢⎣

� + α2 M λ + α2 M 0 αM
λ + α2 M � + α2 M 0 αM

0 0 2μ 0
αM αM 0 M

⎤
⎥⎥⎥⎦
⎡
⎢⎢⎢⎣

εxx

εzz

εxz

εw

⎤
⎥⎥⎥⎦ , (1)

where σi j is the total stress component, p the fluid pressure, εi j the solid–matrix strain component, εw ≡ wk,k = wx ,x + wz,z , wi displacement
component of the fluid relative to the solid matrix, � ≡ λ + 2μ, λ and μ Lamé elastic coefficients of the solid matrix, α poroelastic coefficient
of effective stress and M is the solid–fluid coupling modulus.

The constitutive law does not include viscoelasticity of the solid matrix. We will address this aspect in a further work. The law, however,
is valid for three models of the poroelastic medium with respect to attenuation in the fluid: (i) zero resistive friction, (ii) non-zero constant
resistive friction and (iii) frequency-dependent resistive friction.

2.2 Boundary conditions at a material interface

At an interface between two poroelastic materials indicated by the + and – superscripts, the boundary conditions require continuity of the (i)
traction vector, (ii) fluid pressure, (iii) solid displacement vector and (iv) normal component of the displacement of the fluid relative to the
solid matrix. The conditions may be written as

σ+
i j n j = σ−

i j n j

p+ = p−

u+
i = u−

i

w+
i ni = w−

i ni ,

(2)

where ni is the component of the unit normal to the interface and ui the solid displacement vector component. Einstein’s summation convention
for repeating indices is assumed.

2.3 Constitutive law for the averaged poroelastic medium

Moczo et al. (2019) developed a discrete representation of material heterogeneity including material interfaces. They demonstrated the subcell
resolution that makes it possible to model an arbitrary shape and position of an interface in the grid. At the same time, the structure and thus
the number of operations in the FD scheme is unchanged compared to that for the homogeneous or smoothly heterogeneous medium. The
matrix form of the temporal derivatives of the constitutive relations for the averaged medium may be written as

⎡
⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎣

∂ σxx

∂ t
∂ σzz

∂ t
∂ σxz

∂ t

−∂ p

∂ t

⎤
⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎦

=

⎡
⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎣

X X + X P X P



X Z + X P Z P



0

X P




X Z + X P Z P



Z Z + Z P Z P



0

Z P




0 0 2〈μ〉H xz 0

X P




Z P



0

1




⎤
⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎦

⎡
⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎣

∂ vx

∂ x
∂ vz

∂ z
1

2

(
∂ vx

∂ z
+ ∂ vz

∂ x

)
∂ qx

∂ x
+ ∂ qz

∂ z

⎤
⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎦

. (3)

Here vi = ∂ui/∂t is the particle-velocity component of the solid matrix, qi = ∂wi/∂t the particle-velocity component of fluid relative to
the matrix and

X X =
〈〈

� − λ2

�

〉z

+
(〈

λ

�

〉z)2

〈�〉H z

〉H x

Z Z =
〈〈

� − λ2

�

〉x

+
(〈

λ

�

〉x)2

〈�〉H x

〉H z

X Z =
〈

λ

�

〉xz

〈�〉H xz (4)
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X P =
〈〈

� − α λ

�

〉z

+
〈 α

�

〉z〈 λ

�

〉z

〈�〉H z

〉H x

〈 〈α − α λ

�

〉z

+
〈 α
�

〉z〈 λ

�

〉z

〈�〉H z

〈
� − α λ

�

〉z

+
〈 α
�

〉z〈 λ

�

〉z

〈�〉H z

〉x

(5)

Z P =
〈〈

� − α λ

�

〉x

+
〈 α

�

〉x〈 λ

�

〉x

〈�〉H x

〉H z

〈 〈α − α λ

�

〉x

+
〈 α
�

〉x
〈

λ

�

〉x

〈�〉H x

〈
� − α λ

�

〉x

+
〈 α
�

〉x
〈

λ

�

〉x

〈�〉H x

〉z

(6)


 =
〈

1

M
+ α2

�

〉xz

−
(〈 α

�

〉xz)2

〈�〉H xz . (7)

Symbols 〈�〉x and 〈�〉H x , for example indicate arithmetic and harmonic averages of �, respectively, in the x-direction. The averaging
applies to an area of grid cell h × h centred at a position of the corresponding stress component or fluid pressure. In case of a generally
heterogeneous medium the averages are evaluated by a numerical integration.

Apart from the temporal derivative, relation (3) has the same form as relation (1) for the smoothly heterogeneous medium. Averaging of
the field quantities is neglected. The stiffness matrices in relations (1) and (3) have the same number of 7 (considering the matrix symmetry)
non-zero elements. The difference is in the number of independent elements. The matrix in (1) has 4 independent elements whereas the matrix
in (3) has all 7 independent elements.

Note that the constitutive law is the same for both the Biot and JKD models of poroelastic medium.

3 E Q UAT I O N S O F M O T I O N

3.1 Equations of motion for the poroelastic medium with a constant resistive friction

Equations may be written as

ρ
∂ vi

∂ t
= ∂ σi j

∂ x j
−ρ f

∂ qi

∂ t

m
∂ qi

∂ t
= − ∂ p

∂ xi
−ρ f

∂ vi

∂ t
− b qi ,

(8)

where ρ = (1 − φ) ρs + φ ρ f is the composite (or total) density, ρs and ρ f are the solid and fluid densities, respectively, m = T ρ f /φ is the
mass coupling coefficient, T tortuosity, b = η/κ0 resistive friction, η dynamic viscosity and κ0 is the intrinsic (hydraulic) permeability.

The first of eq. (8) represents Biot–Euler dynamic equation. The first two terms are well known from the elastic continuum, the third
term represents the relative motion of the fluid with respect to the solid matrix. The second equation is the dynamic Darcy’s law in the
low-frequency regime for the fluid flow in pores caused by the wave-induced pressure gradient in fluid and acceleration of the matrix. The
flow of the viscous fluid is accompanied with friction between the fluid and matrix. The corresponding attenuation of motion is thus of kinetic
nature and is represented in Darcy’s law by the term with resistive friction b = η/κ0. However, this term is well representing the attenuation
at frequencies below the Biot’s characteristic frequency

fc = η φ

2 π ρ f T κ0
= 1

2π

φ

T ρ f
b. (9)

Approximately, the Biot’s frequency separates the so-called low-frequency (LF) and high-frequency (HF) regimes.
As, for example Masson et al. (2006) explain, the flow profile in each pore is at low frequencies controlled by viscous forces and is

locally laminar (parabolic). At high frequencies, inertial effects begin to dominate and cause a turbulent flow except a thin layer near the solid
where viscous forces remain dominant. In the case of an inviscid fluid, the turbulent flow would result in the ideal plug flow with constant
velocity everywhere. The thickness of the boundary layer decreases with 1/

√
ω. Being frequency dependent, the fluid flow at HF regime

cannot be properly described by Darcy’s law with the constant resistive friction. A frequency-dependent resistive friction must be used.
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3.2 Darcy’s law for the poroelastic medium with the frequency-dependent permeability and resistive friction in the
frequency domain

Assuming a harmonic e i ω t time dependence, the generalized Darcy’s law in the frequency domain may be written as

η

κ̂ (ω)
q̂i = − ∂ p̂

∂xi
− i ω ρ f v̂i (10)

with hat indicating the Fourier transform over time and κ̂(ω) representing a frequency-dependent dynamic permeability. Johnson et al. (1987)
incorporated both the LF and HF behaviours in one model (often called the JKD model according to Johnson, Koplik and Dashen) using the
complex frequency-dependent dynamic permeability κ̂(ω)

κ̂ (ω) = κ0

[√
1 + i

ω

�
+ i

ω

ωc

]−1

(11)

with auxiliary variable � = n J ωc/4, dimensionless parameter n J and ωc = 2 π fc. Note that Johnson et al. (1987) do not use symbol n j ;
they assume directly values 8 or 12. Also note that κ0 = lim

ω→0
κ̂(ω). Denoting the JKD viscous operator,

F̂ JKD (ω) ≡ 1√
�

√
� + i ω. (12)

Darcy’s law may be written as

i ω m q̂i = −∂ p̂

∂xi
− i ω ρ f v̂i − η

κ0
F̂ J K D q̂i . (13)

Considering expansion of F̂ J K D(ω)

F̂ JKD ≈ 1 + 2 i
ω

n J ωc
+ O

(
ω2

ω2
c

)
(14)

and the LF regime, that is, ω/ωc << 1, only the first term in the expansion applies and thus the LF approximation of the operator is

F̂ LF (ω) ≈ 1. (15)

Consequently, Darcy’s law in the LF regime simplifies to

i ω m q̂i = −∂ p̂

∂xi
− i ω ρ f v̂i − b q̂i (16)

which is the Darcy’s law from eq. (8) in the frequency domain.

3.3 Darcy’s law for the poroelastic medium with the frequency-dependent permeability and resistive friction in the time
domain

Masson et al. (2006) presented the time-domain Darcy’s law with reference to Plyushchenkov & Turchaninov (2000). Plyushchenkov &
Turchaninov mentioned that they could have obtained the time-domain JKD operator using Laplace transform but they did not show the
derivation itself. Blanc et al. (2012) and Blanc (2013) referred to Hanyga’s (2001) concept of shifted fractional derivative. Because we were
unable to derive the time-domain JKD operator using the shifted fractional derivative and have not found the derivation in the literature, we
present here our derivation of the time-domain Darcy’s law based on the Laplace–Carson transform. For the Laplace–Carson transform we
refer to Ditkin & Prudnikov (1965). [We made our decision also based on discussions with experts in the field (Podlubný & Petráš 2020
personal communication), who questioned the concept of the shifted fractional derivative.]

The inverse Laplace–Carson transform of the JKD operator
The Laplace–Carson transform LC is defined as

f̂ (s) ≡ LC { f (t) ; s} = s

∫ ∞

0
f (t) e−s t dt = s L { f (t) ; s} , (17)

where s is the Laplace–Carson complex variable and L{ f (t); s} is the Laplace transform. Ditkin & Prudnikov (1965) presented analytical
relations for the forward and inverse Laplace–Carson transforms of variety of mathematical functions. According to their eq. (22.39)

LC−1
{√

a + s
} = e−a t

√
π t

+ √
a erf

(√
a t
)

, (18)

where a is an arbitrary constant and erf the Error function

erf (t) = 2√
π

∫ t

0
e−u2

du. (19)
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Substituting i ω in F̂ J K D(ω), eq. (12), by s, we have

F̂ J K D (ω) = 1√
�

√
� + s. (20)

Using (18)

F JKD (t) = LC−1

{
1√
�

√
� + s

}
= 1√

�

[
e−� t

√
π t

+
√

� erf
(√

� t
)]

. (21)

Darcy’s law in the time domain
Substituting i ω by s in eq. (13), considering ‘â’ an indication of the LC transform, applying the inverse LC transform to the equation

and considering relation (e.g. Lemaitre & Chaboche 1990)

LC−1
{

s f̂ (s)
}

= d f (t)

dt
(22)

we obtain

m
∂ qi

∂t
= −∂ p

∂xi
− ρ f

∂ vi

∂t
− η

κ0
LC−1

{
F̂ JKD q̂i

}
. (23)

The last term in the equation may be rewritten as

η

κ0
LC−1

{
F̂ JKD q̂i

}
= η

κ0

[
F JKD ∗ dqi

] = η

κ0

∫ t

0
F JKD (t − τ )

∂ qi (τ )

∂τ
dτ . (24)

Here we used the Stieltjes convolution relation (e.g. Bettina & Wilmanski 2014) for the Laplace–Carson transform

LC−1
{

f̂ · ĝ
}

= f ∗ dg. (25)

Here dg denotes a differential of function g. Using (21) we rewrite the r.h.s. (right-hand side) of eq. (24):

η

κ0

∫ t

0
F JKD (t − τ )

∂ qi (τ )

∂τ
dτ = η

κ0

√
�

∫ t

0

e−� (t − τ )√
π (t − τ )

∂ qi (τ )

∂τ
dτ + η

κ0

∫ t

0
erf

(√
� (t − τ )

) ∂ qi (τ )

∂τ
dτ . (26)

The second term on the r.h.s. may be rewritten using commutativity relation f ∗ dg = d f ∗ g and definition (19) as

η

κ0

∫ t

0
erf

(√
� (t − τ )

) ∂ qi (τ )

∂τ
dτ = 2√

π

η

κ0

∫ t

0

⎡
⎢⎣ d

dτ

√
� τ∫

0

e−u2
du

⎤
⎥⎦ qi (t − τ ) dτ . (27)

Using the Leibniz rule for differentiation the integral with respect to parameter inside the brackets on the r.h.s. of the latter equation we
obtain

η

κ0

∫ t

0
erf

(√
� (t − τ )

) ∂ qi (τ )

∂τ
dτ = η

κ0

1√
�

∫ t

0

e−� τ

√
π τ

� qi (t − τ ) dτ . (28)

Next, we first substitute τ by t − γ and then γ by τ :

η

κ0

∫ t

0
erf

(√
� τ

) ∂ qi (t − τ )

∂τ
dτ = η

κ0

1√
�

∫ t

0

e−� (t − τ )√
π (t − τ )

� qi (τ ) dτ . (29)

Substituting the second term on the r.h.s. of eq. (26) by the r.h.s. of eq. (29), and recalling eq. (24) we have

η

κ0
LC−1

{
F̂ JKD q̂i

}
= η

κ0

1√
�

[∫ t

0

e−� (t − τ )√
π (t − τ )

∂ qi (τ )

∂τ
dτ +

∫ t

0

e−� (t − τ )√
π (t − τ )

� qi (τ ) dτ

]
. (30)

We obtain the Darcy’s law in the time domain as

m
∂ qi

∂t
= −∂ p

∂xi
− ρ f

∂ vi

∂t
− η

κ0

1√
�

∫ t

0

e− �(t − τ )√
π (t − τ )

[
∂ qi (τ )

∂τ
+ � qi (τ )

]
dτ. (31)

which has the same form as the Darcy’s law presented without demonstration by Masson & Pride (2010).

3.4 Approximation of Darcy’s law in the time domain

The convolution in the Darcy’s law involves the entire history of qi (t) and thus poses tremendous memory requirements in a direct numerical
implementation. Aiming to avoid the convolution by replacing it using memory variables, term 1/

√
t − τ poses a serious problem. This is

because desired memory variables must obey ordinary differential equations. Such equations are obtained by differentiating the convolution
term (here the term in eq. 31) with respect to time t . However, due to 1/

√
t − τ , the Leibniz rule for differentiation of an integral with respect
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to parameter cannot be applied. Blanc et al. (2012) and Blanc (2013) replaced the term using the diffusive representation based on Euler’s �

function

1√
t

= 1√
π

∞∫
0

1√
θ

e− θ t dθ (32)

Note that relation (32) can be easily derived from the standard form of � function. Using relation (32), the convolution term in eq. (31)
may be written as

η

κ0

1√
�

1

π

∫ ∞

0

1√
θ

{∫ t

0
e−θ(t−τ )e− � (t−τ )

[
∂ qi (τ )

∂τ
+ � qi (τ )

]
dτ

}
dθ

= η

κ0

1√
�

1

π

∫ ∞

0

1√
θ

ψ i (θ, t) dθ

(33)

where

ψ i (θ, t) =
t∫

0

e− (θ+�) (t−τ )

[
∂ qi (τ )

∂τ
+ � qi (τ )

]
dτ. (34)

is the diffusive memory variable satisfying

∂ ψ i

∂ t
= − (θ + �) ψ i + ∂ qi

∂ t
+ � qi ; ψ (θ, 0) = 0. (35)

The improper integral in eq. (33) multiplied by 1/π can be approximated using N points with weights al and abscissae θl :

η

κ0

1√
�

1

π

∞∫
0

1√
θ

ψ i (θ, t) dθ ≈ η

κ0

1√
�

N∑
l = 1

al ψ i (t, θl ) ≡ η

κ0

1√
�

N∑
l = 1

al ψ i
l (t). (36)

Consequently, the diffusive approximation of the Darcy’s law may be written as

m
∂ qi

∂t
= −∂ p

∂xi
− ρ f

∂ vi

∂t
− η

κ0

1√
�

N∑
l = 1

al ψ i
l (t) (37)

with

∂ ψ i
l

∂ t
= − (θl + �) ψ i

l + ∂ qi

∂ t
+ � qi ; l = 1, . . . , N . (38)

Weights al and abscissae θl have to be determined.
The exact Darcy’s law (31) and its approximation (37) may be written using the exact (F JKD) and approximate (FDA) operators:

m
∂ qi

∂t
= −∂ p

∂xi
− ρ f

∂ vi

∂t
− η

κ0
F JKD(t) ∗ qi (t) (39)

m
∂ qi

∂t
= −∂ p

∂xi
− ρ f

∂ vi

∂t
− η

κ0
FDA(t) ∗ qi (t) . (40)

F̂ JKD(ω) is given by eqs (12) and (20). For F̂ D A(ω) we obtain, using Fourier-transformed eqs (40), (38) and (37),

F̂D A (ω) = � + i ω√
�

N∑
l=1

al

θl + � + i ω
. (41)

The relative error of F̂ D A(ω) is∣∣∣∣∣ F̂ DA (ω)

F̂ JKD (ω)
− 1

∣∣∣∣∣ =
∣∣∣∣∣

N∑
l = 1

al
(� + i ω)1/2

θl + � + i ω
− 1

∣∣∣∣∣ (42)

Blanc (2013) examined five methods for determining al and θl in order to minimize the error, and found the non-linear constrained
optimization the best approach.

Let [ωmin, ωmax] be the frequency range of interest. Consider K frequencies ω̃k distributed equidistantly on a logarithmic scale:

ω̃ 1 = √
ωmin ωmax if K = 1

ω̃k = ωmin

(
ωmax

ωmin

) k − 1

K − 1
.

(43)
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Figure 1. Positions of the field variables (discrete approximations of the true variables in the continuum) and material parameters. For brevity, we indicate the
material parameters as they appear in the equations for the smoothly heterogeneous medium.

Now we depart from Blanc et al. (2012) and Blanc (2013) in order to define an objective function based on the approach by Kristek et al.
(2019). In principle, � may vary point-to-point. We want to avoid choosing an objective function which would lead to different values of
weights al and abscissae θl for different values of �. It is computationally significantly more efficient to determine the same θl for the whole
computational domain. Therefore, we define the objective function

χ
(
θ ′

l , a′
l
� 1 , a′

l
� 2
)

=

√√√√ K∑
k = 1

∣∣∣∣∣
N∑

l = 1

(
a′

l
� 1
)2 (� 1 + i ω̃k)1/2

(θ ′
l )

2 + � 1 + i ω̃k

− 1

∣∣∣∣∣
2

+

√√√√ K∑
k = 1

∣∣∣∣∣
N∑

l = 1

(
a′

l
� 2
)2 (� 2 + i ω̃k)1/2

(θ ′
l )

2 + � 2 + i ω̃k

− 1

∣∣∣∣∣
2

, (44)

where � 1 and � 2 are the most differing values of � in the model, and(
θ ′

l

)2 = θl ,
(
a′

l

)2 = al (45)

are used in order to have θl and al positive, and to ensure the well-posedness of the approximation. Application of the Shor’s r-algorithm
(Kappel & Kuntsevich 2000) to the objective function yields values of θ ′

l , a′
l
� 1 , a′

l
� 2 ; l = 1, ..., N . Using the determined abscissae, we

could use the Shor’s r-algorithm for finding weights for other values of � in the model. We checked, however, that we would obtain weights
very close to those that we can obtain more efficiently, using the determined abscissae, by the least-square optimization of the objective
function

χ 2 (al ) =
K∑

k = 1

∣∣∣∣∣
N∑

l = 1

al
(� + i ω̃k)1/2

θl + � + i ω̃k
− 1

∣∣∣∣∣
2

. (46)

Further details on determination of θl and al can be found in Blanc (2013) and Gregor (2020).

3.5 Equations of motion for the averaged poroelastic medium

Both systems of equations of motion, for medium with constant resistive friction and medium with frequency-dependent permeability and
resistive friction, may be written in the unified form as

ρ
∂ vx

∂ t
= ∂ σx x

∂ x
+ ∂ σx z

∂ z
−ρ f

∂ qx

∂ t

ρ
∂ vz

∂ t
= ∂ σx z

∂ x
+ ∂ σz z

∂ z
−ρ f

∂ qz

∂ t

m
∂ qx

∂ t
= −∂ p

∂ x
− ρ f

∂ vx

∂ t
−B Px

m
∂ qz

∂ t
= −∂ p

∂ z
− ρ f

∂ vz

∂ t
−B Pz

(47)

where

B ≡ η

κ0
, Pi ≡ qi (48)

in case of the constant resistive friction,
and

B ≡ η

κ0

1√
�

, Pi ≡
N∑

l = 1

al ψ i
l (t) (49)

in case of the frequency-dependent permeability and resistive friction.
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768 D. Gregor et al.

Figure 2. Upper panel: Source–receiver configuration in the model of a homogeneous half-space. Middle panel: Source–receiver configuration in the model
of a layer over half-space. Bottom panel: Log–log spectrum of the Ricker signal and indication of the Biot’s characteristic frequency.

Equations for the averaged medium can be derived in a similar way as in Moczo et al. (2019). In the matrix form:

⎡
⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎣

∂ vx

∂ t

−∂ qx

∂ t
∂ vz

∂ t

−∂ qz

∂ t

⎤
⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎦

= M (x, z)

⎡
⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎣

∂ σx x

∂ x
+ ∂ σx z

∂ z
∂ p

∂x
Px

∂ σz z

∂ z
+ ∂ σx z

∂ x
∂ p

∂z
Pz

⎤
⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎦

(50)
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Figure 3. Material parameters.

Here

M (x, z) =

⎡
⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎣

〈F x 〉z

〈Sx 〉z

〈Gx 〉z

〈Sx 〉z

〈H x 〉z

〈Sx 〉z 0 0 0

〈Rx 〉z

〈
Gx

Rx

〉z

〈Sx 〉z

〈Px 〉z〈Gx 〉z

〈Sx 〉z

〈Px 〉z〈H x 〉z

〈Sx 〉z 0 0 0

0 0 0
〈Fz〉x

〈Sz〉x

〈Gz〉x

〈Sz〉x

〈H z〉x

〈Sz〉x

0 0 0

〈Rz〉x

〈
Gz

Rz

〉x

〈Sz〉x

〈Pz〉x 〈Gz〉x

〈Sz〉x

〈Pz〉x 〈H z〉x

〈Sz〉x

⎤
⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎦

(51)
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770 D. Gregor et al.

Figure 4. The vx and vz seismograms at receiver R1 in the model of the homogeneous half-space for the Biot’s and JKD models calculated by the FD scheme
and semi-analytical (SA) method.

Figure 5. The same as in Fig. 4 but for receiver R2.
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Figure 6. Five models differing by thickness of the layer – five positions of the horizontal layer-half-space interface in the same grid, labelled A, B, C, D and
E. Labels A and E are framed in order to indicate that the distance between the two positions is just one grid spacing h. The source and receivers are at the
same positions in the grid in all five cases.

Figure 7. The vx and vz seismograms at receiver R1 in the model of the layer over half-space for the Biot’s and JKD models calculated by our FD scheme and
semi-analytical (SA) method.

and

F ξ ≡ 1〈
ρ f

〉ξ Gξ ≡ 1

〈m〉ξ
H ξ ≡ 〈B〉ξ

〈m〉ξ

Pξ ≡ 〈ρ〉ξ〈
ρ f

〉ξ Qξ ≡
〈
ρ f

〉ξ
〈m〉ξ

Rξ ≡
〈

1

ρ f

〉ξ
Sξ ≡ Pξ − Qξ

(52)

The averaging applies to an area of grid cell h × h centred at a position of the corresponding particle-velocity component. In case of a
generally heterogeneous medium, the averages are evaluated by a numerical integration. Averaging of the field quantities is neglected. Note
that eq. (47) for the smoothly heterogeneous medium could be written in the same matrix form as eq. (50)—in analogy with the constitutive
relations for the smoothly heterogeneous medium and averaged medium.
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Figure 8. The same as in Fig. 7 but for receiver R2.

Figure 9. The vx seismograms at receiver R1 in the five models with A–E thicknesses of the layer for the Biot’s and JKD model variants calculated by the
semi-analytical (SA) method.
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Figure 10. The same as in Fig. 9 but for the vz seismograms.

Figure 11. The vx seismograms at receiver R2 in the 5 models with A–E thicknesses of the layer for the Biot’s and JKD model variants calculated by the
semi-analytical (SA) method.
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774 D. Gregor et al.

Figure 12. The same as in Fig. 11 but for the vz seismograms.

For the averaged JKD medium we have to rewrite correspondingly the additional equations for the diffusive memory variables (38). We
replace term ∂ qi/∂ t by the r.h.s. of the corresponding equation for the averaged medium (50) and replace � by �̄:

∂ ψ x
n

∂ t
= − (

θn + �̄
)

ψ x
n − 〈Px 〉z〈H x 〉z

〈Sx 〉z

N∑
l = 1

al ψ x
l −

〈Rx 〉z

〈
Gx

Rx

〉z

〈Sx 〉z

(
∂ σx x

∂ x
+ ∂ σx z

∂ z

)
− 〈Px 〉z〈Gx 〉z

〈Sx 〉z

∂ p

∂x
+ �̄ qx (53)

and

∂ ψ z
n

∂ t
= − (

θn + �̄
)

ψ z
n − 〈Pz〉x 〈H z〉x

〈Sz〉x

N∑
l = 1

al ψ z
l −

〈Rz〉x

〈
Gz

Rz

〉x

〈Sz〉x

(
∂ σx z

∂ x
+ ∂ σz z

∂ z

)
− 〈Pz〉x 〈Gz〉x

〈Sz〉x

∂ p

∂z
+ �̄ qz (54)

with n = 1, . . . , N and

�̄ ≡
(n J

4

)2
{

1

2

[〈H x 〉z + 〈H z〉x] }2

(55)

With reference to (52), we defined �̄ by the r.h.s. of eq. (55) because in the smoothly heterogeneous medium

� =
(n J

4

)2
(

B

m

)2

(56)

with B given by eq. (49).

4 T H E U N I F Y I N G M AT R I X - F O R M E Q UAT I O N A N D I T S PA RT I T I O N I N G I N T O S T I F F
A N D N O N - S T I F F S Y S T E M S

Constitutive relations (3), equations of motion (50) and additional equations for diffusive memory variables (53) and (54) for the averaged
medium may be incorporated in the matrix-form equation

∂ �Qq

∂ t
+ Aqp

∂ �Q p

∂ x
+ Cqp

∂ �Q p

∂ z
= −Sqp �Q p, (57)

D
ow

nloaded from
 https://academ

ic.oup.com
/gji/article/224/2/760/5911103 by Slovak Academ

y of Sciences user on 04 January 2022



Subcell-resolution Poroelastic FD Modelling 775

Figure 13. The vx seismograms at receiver R1 in the models of the layer over half-space for the Biot’s and JKD models calculated by the FD scheme and
semi-analytical (SA) method. Labels A, B and C indicate the layer thicknesses and thus also positions of the layer-half-space interface in the FD grid (the grid
being one and the same for all thicknesses/interface positions, see Fig. 6).

where �Q p is the vector with p = 2 N + 8 elements

�Q p ≡ (
vx , qx , ψ

x
1 , . . . , ψ x

N , vz, qz, ψ
z
1 , . . . , ψ

z
N , σxx , σxz, σzz, p

)T
. (58)

Matrices Aqp , Cqp and Sqp are relatively cumbersome. Therefore, they are specified in Appendix A. Blanc (2013) showed that N = 3 is
sufficient. It is, however, recommended to evaluate the relative error (42) in order to check the level of approximation and choose possibly a
higher value of N .

It is relatively simple to construct an explicit FD scheme with 4th-order accurate approximations of spatial derivatives and 2nd-order
accurate approximations of the temporal derivatives on the staggered space–time grid if the resistive friction is zero (b = 0). If the friction
is non-zero, constant or frequency dependent, such scheme requires a very small time step and thus becomes computationally inefficient. In
order to overcome this complication, Carcione & Quiroga-Goode (1995) suggested to partition equations of motion into stiff and non-stiff
equations. We applied the partitioning in our previous paper (Moczo et al. 2019) on poroelastic medium with constant resistive friction. Here
we briefly outline a procedure similar to that by Blanc (2013). The difference comes from two aspects: (i) averaged material parameters and
(ii) the same abscissae for the whole model.

Equation (57) may be partitioned into the non-stiff system

∂ �Qq

∂ t
+ Aqp

∂ �Q p

∂ x
+ Cqp

∂ �Q p

∂ z
= 0 (59)
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Figure 14. The same as in Fig. 13 but for the layer thicknesses/interface positions D and E.

and stiff system

∂ �Q p

∂ t
= −Sqp �Q p (60)

Using notation

x �Q ≡ (
vx , qx , , ψ

x
1 , . . . , ψ x

N

)T

z �Q ≡ (
vz, qz, , ψ

z
1 , . . . , ψ

z
N

)T (61)

and definition (84) (Appendix A), the stiff system (60) may be written as

∂

∂t

⎛
⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎝

x �Q
z �Q
σxx

σxz

σzz

p

⎞
⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎠

=

⎛
⎜⎝S x

N+2, N+2 0 N+2, N+2 0 N+2, 4

0 N+2, N+2 S z
N+2, N+2 0 N+2, 4

0 4, N+2 0 4, N+2 0 4, 4

⎞
⎟⎠

⎛
⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎝

x �Q
z �Q
σxx

σxz

σzz

p

⎞
⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎠

(62)

Matrices S x
N+2, N+2 and S z

N+2, N+2 do not depend on time. Therefore, the stiff system (62) can be solved analytically for x �Q and z �Q:

x �Q∗
∣∣∣m+1/2

= exp (− S x �) x �Q
∣∣∣m−1/2

z �Q∗
∣∣∣m+1/2

= exp (− S z �) z �Q
∣∣∣m−1/2 (63)

Here, ‘∗’ indicates analytical solution and the vertical bar ‘|’ is used to indicate the time level. The matrix exponentials exp (− Sx�) and
exp (− Sz�) can be computed by, for example the ‘ExpoRkit’ Fortran package (Hansen 2018) based on the scaling and squaring algorithm
with the Padé approximation. The resulting matrix for exp (− Sx�) is

exp (− S x �) ≈ S̃ x =

⎛
⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎝

s̃ vx
vx

s̃ qx
vx

s̃
ψ x

1
vx · · · s̃

ψ x
N

vx

s̃ vx
qx

s̃ qx
qx

s̃
ψ x

1
qx · · · s̃

ψ x
N

qx

s̃ vx
ψ x

1
s̃ qx

ψ x
1

s̃
ψ x

1
ψ x

1
· · · s̃

ψ x
N

ψ x
1

...
...

... · · ·
...

s̃ vx
ψ x

N
s̃ qx

ψ x
N

s̃
ψ x

1
ψ x

N
· · · s̃

ψ x
N

ψ x
N

⎞
⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎠

(64)
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Figure 15. The same as in Fig. 13 but for the vz seismograms.

In the analogous matrix S̃ z , the index x in eq. (64) is simply replaced by index z. Using x �Q and z �Q, and S̃ x and S̃ z in eqs (63) we
obtain

x �Q∗
∣∣∣m+1/2

=

⎛
⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎝

v∗
x

∣∣ m + 1/2

q∗
x

∣∣ m + 1/2

ψ x ∗
1

∣∣ m + 1/2

...

ψ x ∗
N

∣∣ m + 1/2

⎞
⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎠

=

⎛
⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎝

s̃ vx
vx

s̃ qx
vx

s̃
ψ x

1
vx · · · s̃

ψ x
N

vx

s̃ vx
qx

s̃ qx
qx

s̃
ψ x

1
qx · · · s̃

ψ x
N

qx

s̃ vx
ψ x

1
s̃ qx

ψ x
1

s̃
ψ x

1
ψ x

1
· · · s̃

ψ x
N

ψ x
1

...
...

... · · ·
...

s̃ vx
ψ x

N
s̃ qx

ψ x
N

s̃
ψ x

1
ψ x

N
· · · s̃

ψ x
N

ψ x
N

⎞
⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎠

⎛
⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎜⎝

vx

∣∣ m − 1/2

qx

∣∣ m − 1/2

ψ x
1

∣∣ m − 1/2

...

ψ x
N

∣∣ m − 1/2

⎞
⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎟⎠

(65)

and the analogous system for z �Q∗|m+1/2. Variables v∗
x , q∗

x , , ψ
x ∗
1 , . . . , ψ x ∗

N and v∗
z , q∗

z , , ψ z ∗
1 , . . . , ψ z ∗

N at time level m + 1/2 enter the non-stiff
explicit scheme.

5 T H E F D S C H E M E

Let V X, V Z and Q X, Q Z be discrete grid values of vx , vz and qx , qz , respectively. Let T X X, T Z Z , T X Z and F P be discrete grid
values of σxx , σzz, σxz and fluid pressure p, respectively. For the grid values of the material parameters, we will use symbols defined by
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Figure 16. The same as in Fig. 14 but for the vz seismograms.

eqs (4)–(7) and (52). Fig. 1 shows positions of the field variables and material parameters in the grid cell. For brevity, we indicate material
parameters as they appear in the equations for the smoothly heterogeneous medium. Denote the 4th-order accurate operators of the 1st spatial
derivatives with respect to x and z coordinates:

D(4)
x �n

I,L ≡ 1

h

[
9

8

(
�n

I+1/2, L − �n
I−1/2, L

) − 1

24

(
�n

I+3/2, L − �n
I−3/2, L

)]

D(4)
z �n

I,L ≡ 1

h

[
9

8

(
�n

I, L+1/2 − �n
I, L−1/2

) − 1

24

(
�n

I, L+3/2 − �n
I, L−3/2

)] (66)

The FD scheme consists of explicit FD formulas for updating the solid particle-velocity and relative fluid particle-velocity components,
diffusive memory variables, stress components and fluid pressure:

V X m + 1/2
I, L+1/2 = V X ∗

I, L+1/2 + 1

〈Sx 〉z
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Figure 17. The vx seismograms at receiver R2 in the models of the layer over half-space for the Biot’s and JKD models calculated by our FD scheme and
semi-analytical (SA) method. Labels A, B and C indicate the layer thicknesses and thus also positions of the layer-half-space interface in the FD grid (the grid
being one and the same for all thicknesses/interface positions, see Fig. 6).
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Figure 18. The same as in Fig. 17 but for the layer thicknesses/interface positions D and E.
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(71)

The FD formulas for the remaining field components are specified in Appendix B.
In case of the non-zero constant resistive friction, b = const > 0, eqs (69) disappear and the second equations in (67) and (68) simplify:

V X ∗
I, L+1/2 = V X m − 1/2

I, L+1/2 + 1

〈Px 〉z
I, L+1/2

[
1 − exp

(−� P H SI, L+1/2

)]
Q X m − 1/2

I, L+1/2 (72)

Q X ∗
I, L+1/2 = exp

(−� P H SI, L+1/2

)
Q X m − 1/2

I, L+1/2 (73)

with P H S ≡ 〈Px 〉z〈H x 〉z/〈Sx 〉z . Formulas for V Z ∗
I+1/2, L+1 and Q Z ∗

I+1/2, L+1 are specified in Appendix B.
In Appendix C we briefly outline implementation of the free-surface boundary conditions and the source term.

6 N U M E R I C A L T E S T S

Moczo et al. (2019) presented systematic numerical tests and comparisons for models with (i) zero resistive friction and (ii) non-zero constant
resistive friction. The frequency range of interest was well below the Biot’s characteristic frequency.

Here we present numerical tests of our discrete representation and FD scheme for the poroelastic medium with frequency-dependent
permeability and resistive friction. We will denote medium/model with constant resistive friction as Biot’s medium/model, whereas we
will use abbreviation JKD for medium/model with frequency-dependent permeability and resistive friction. For modelling seismic wave
propagation in the Biot’s model we will use the FD scheme solving equations (3) and (50) with B = b and Pi = qi . For modelling seismic
wave propagation in the JKD model we will use the FD scheme solving equations (3) and (50) with

B ≡ b√
�

, Pi ≡
N∑

l = 1

al ψ i
l (t) . (74)
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Figure 19. The same as in Fig. 17 but for the vz seismograms.

We will test the FD scheme by comparing FD seismograms with those calculated using the semi-analytical method developed by
Mesgouez & Lefeuve-Mesgouez (2009).

6.1 Homogeneous half-space—comparison with the semi-analytical solution

The upper panel of Fig. 2 shows configuration of the source and two receivers in the model of the homogeneous half-space. The upper panel
also shows value of the intrinsic permeability κ0 (for later comparison with the model of the layer over half-space). Values of all material
parameters are listed in Fig 3. The high-permeability coarse sand makes the material of the half-space. Note that the dimensionless parameter
n J is not considered in the Biot’s model.

The source is a single vertical load acting at the free surface and applied to both the solid matrix and fluid through the body-force terms
in the equations of motion for the vz and qz components of the solid-matrix and relative fluid particle velocities. The source-time function is
given by Ricker wavelet

s (t) =
√

π

2

(
a − 1

2

)
e−a ; a =

(
π

t − tS

tP

)2

(75)
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Figure 20. The same as in Fig. 18 but for the vz seismograms.

Figure 21. Envelope and Phase Goodness-of-fit (GOF) values quantifying level of agreement between the FD and SA solutions for the Biot and JKD medium
alternatives of the model of the layer over half-space. GOF values are shown for the solid particle velocity components and for all five thicknesses of the layer
and thus for all five positions of the layer-half-space interface in the fixed FD grid. The two left-hand columns show GOFs for receiver R1, the two right-hand
columns for R2. The yellow and white zones indicate ranges of the excellent level of agreement and good level of agreement.

Figure 22. Geometry of the sediment-bedrock interface and interface between the horizontal surface sediment layer and underlying sediments. Sediments are
water-saturated up to the free surface. Black triangles indicate positions of three selected receivers for which we individually compare seismograms for the
Biot’s and JKD model variants. The horizontal-to-vertical scale is 1:2, values along the horizontal and vertical axes are in meters. Material parameters are
shown in Fig. 23.
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Figure 23. Material parameters and limit values of velocities of the fast P wave, slow P wave and S wave. The model of the sedimentary basin is shown in
Fig. 22.

Figure 24. The source–time function of the incident wave, its normalized amplitude Fourier spectrum, Biot’s characteristic frequency and frequency of the
1-D S-wave resonance in the thin surface layer. The model is shown in Fig. 22.
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Figure 25. The vx seismograms at receivers along the free surface of the sedimentary basin for the JKD (upper panel) and Biot’s (lower panel) models.

The values of the free parameters tP and tS are shown in the bottom panel of Fig. 2 together with value of
the Biot’s characteristic frequency fc. The Biot’s frequency is well below the frequency at which the spectrum has its
maximum.

We consider two receivers—R1 and R2 at the free surface. As indicated by the figure, due to the staggered grid, the grid position of
the vx component (solid square) is half grid spacing below the free surface whereas the grid position of the vz component (solid circle)
is exactly at the free surface. R1-vx is at distance of 8.9 H and R1-vz is at the horizontal distance of 9 H (H is the thickness of the layer
in the model of the layer over half-space shown in the middle panel of Fig. 2.) The R2-vx and R2-vz distances are 26.9 H and 27 H,
respectively.

Figure 4 shows the vx and vz seismograms at receiver R1 in the model of the homogeneous half-space for the Biot’s and JKD
models calculated by the FD scheme and semi-analytical (SA) method by Mesgouez & Lefeuve-Mesgouez (2009). We can see a very good
agreement between the FD and SA seismograms for both model variants—Biot’s and JKD. At the same time, as expected due to position
of the Biot’s characteristic frequency with respect to the source spectrum, some slight differences can be observed for the Biot’s and JKD
models.

Figure 5 shows the similar comparison for receiver R2. The level of agreement between the FD and SA seismo-
grams is very good again. We can note a larger difference between the Biot’s and JKD models. This can be explained
by the larger travel distance between the source and R2 compared to the distance between the source and R1. The waves
are more attenuated in the JKD model and this effect is cumulative—the larger the travel path, the larger the effect of
attenuation.
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Figure 26. The same as in Fig. 25 but for the vz seismograms.

6.2 Homogeneous layer over half-space—comparison with the semi-analytical solution

6.2.1 Reference model of the layer-half-space interface

The poroelastic material used for the homogeneous half-space in the previous subchapter is now used as the material of the horizontal
homogeneous layer. The Porous rock from Fig. 3 makes the material of the half-space underlying the layer. The model and the source–receiver
configuration are shown in the middle panel of Fig. 2. The middle panel also shows values of the intrinsic permeability κ0 in the layer and
half-space. The high permeability in the layer is an important feature of the model. Such permeability is typical for loose water-saturated
sediments. The source and receivers are the same as in the model of the homogeneous half-space. The relatively small thickness of the layer
is chosen in relation to the spectrum of the source signal: the thickness corresponds to a potential 1-D S-wave resonance at frequency of
approximately 38.2 Hz at which the source signal has its spectral maximum.

Let us note the fc in the coarse-sand layer being 1000 times smaller than fc in the underlying porous rock. This difference is due to the
values of the intrinsic permeability in the coarse sand and the porous rock. Géli et al. (1987) presented a nice overview of the values of the
Biot’s characteristic frequency and intrinsic permeability. We reproduce its essential part in Appendix D, Fig. D1.

The layer-half-space interface coincides with the grid plane consisting of grid positions of vz , qz and σxz . We denote this position of the
interface in the grid as the A position—see Fig. 6.

Figure 7 shows the vx and vz seismograms at receiver R1 in the model of the layer over half-space for the Biot’s and JKD models
calculated by the FD scheme and semi-analytical method. We can see a very good agreement between the FD and SA seismograms for both
model variants—Biot’s and JKD. At the same time, we can see a considerable difference between seismograms for the Biot’s and JKD models.
The difference is larger than that for R1 in the model of the homogeneous half-space. The first part of the seismogram shows two signals quite
close to each other, as in Fig. 4. This corresponds to the direct and first reflected waves. Then, in the second part, corresponding to multiple
reflected and converted waves interfering, the discrepancy between the seismograms becomes larger. Recall that R1-vx is at distance of 8.9 H
and R1-vz is at the horizontal distance of 9 H, where H is the thickness of the layer.

D
ow

nloaded from
 https://academ

ic.oup.com
/gji/article/224/2/760/5911103 by Slovak Academ

y of Sciences user on 04 January 2022



786 D. Gregor et al.

Figure 27. The vx seismograms at three selected receivers (shown in Fig. 22) for Biot’s and JKD models in selected time windows.

Figure 8 shows the similar comparison for receiver R2. The level of agreement between the FD and SA seismograms is very good again.
As in the comparison between R1 and R2 in the model of the homogeneous half-space, we can note a larger difference between seismograms
for the Biot’s and JKD models at R2 compared to that at R1. Again, we attribute the larger difference to the cumulative effect due to larger
travel path.

6.2.2 Testing the subcell resolution capability of the FD scheme

Moczo et al. (2019) carefully tested the subcell resolution of their FD scheme for the poroelastic medium with zero and non-zero constant
resistive frictions. The presented FD scheme for the medium with the frequency-dependent permeability and resistive friction is substantially
more complicated due to the diffusive approximation for the convolution term representing the resistive friction. Therefore, we need specific
test of the subcell resolution of the scheme presented in this paper.

Figure 6 shows five positions of the horizontal layer-half-space interface in the grid, labelled A, B, C, D and E. Labels A and E are framed
in order to indicate that the distance between the two positions is just one grid spacing h. The source and receivers are at the same positions
in the grid in all five cases. Given the fixed position of the free surface, the five interface positions also mean five different thicknesses of
the layer. In other words, the thickness of the layer varies in this set of five model modifications within one grid spacing which clearly is the
relatively small scatter of layer thicknesses.
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6.2.2.1 Scatter of wavefields due to variation in the layer thickness For each of the five layer thicknesses we calculated seismo-
grams for the fixed positions of the source and receivers R1 and R2 with the semi-analytical method for both model variants—Biot’s
and JKD. The seismograms are shown in Figs 9–12. The scatter of seismogram for the five models is obvious in all figures which
means that physically the five layer thicknesses (differing just within the size of one grid spacing h = 0.09 m) generate different
wavefields.

6.2.2.2 Comparison of the SA and FD seismograms for the five layer thicknesses Figure 13 shows the vx seismograms at receiver R1 in
the models of the layer over half-space for the Biot’s and JKD models calculated by the FD scheme and semi-analytical method. Labels A,
B and C indicate the layer thicknesses and thus also positions of the layer-half-space interface in the FD grid (the grid being one and the
same for all thicknesses/interface positions, see Fig. 6). Fig. 14 shows the same as Fig. 13 but for the layer thicknesses/interface positions
D and E. Figs 15 and 16 show the same as Figs 13 and 14, respectively, but for the vz seismograms. Analogously, Figs 17–20 show the
same as Figs 13–16 but for receiver R2. We can see in Figs 13–20 very good level of agreement between the FD and SA solutions—the
blue solid-line and dashed-line seismograms for the Biot’s model are close to each other and clearly different from the red solid-line and
dashed-line seismograms for the JKD model for all layer thicknesses, that is for all positions of the interface in one and the same fixed
FD grid.

In addition to direct comparison of FD and SA seismograms we can directly quantify the level of agreement between the two solutions.
Kristekova et al. (2008, 2009) developed the time–frequency envelope and phase goodness-of-fit (GOF) criteria based on the complete signal
representation and previously introduced time-frequency envelope and phase misfit criteria (Kristekova et al. 2006). Figure 21 shows the
envelope and phase goodness-of-fit (GOF) values quantifying level of agreement between the FD and SA solutions for the Biot’s and JKD
alternatives of the model of the layer over half-space. GOF values are shown for vx and vz , and for all five thicknesses of the layer, that is,
also for all five positions of the layer–half-space interface in the FD grid. Clearly, for both types of the poroelastic medium (Biot’s and JKD),
five interface positions and both components, the level of agreement is excellent though there are small variations of the GOF values inside
the range of the excellent level of agreement.

Overall, Figs 13–21 demonstrate for both Biot’s and JKD model variants:

(1) very good level of accuracy of the developed FD scheme in all tested configurations and
(2) subcell resolution of the FD scheme—the capability to sense an interface position in between to grid planes (appearing in 2-D as grid

lines), that is, within one grid spacing h.

7 E A RT H Q UA K E G RO U N D M O T I O N I N A L O C A L S U R FA C E S E D I M E N TA RY B A S I N

Soft sediments and especially local surface sedimentary basins and valleys have been well known for anomalous earthquake ground
motions, and, consequently, for increased damage in populated areas. We still do not sufficiently understand what the key controlling
structural parameters are and, partially consequently, how to affordably and sufficiently accurately identify and characterize unfavourable
site conditions and estimate their effects on earthquake ground motion. A major Research & Development project SIGMA (SeIsmic
Ground Motion Assessment; Senfaute et al. 2015, Pecker et al. 2016, 2017), jointly organized by European energy giants EDF, AREVA,
CEA and ENEL, addressed this crucial question—together with other problems. In the framework of the project, Kristek et al. (2018)
developed methodology for calculating acceleration and corresponding earthquake ground motion characteristics at a site of interest assuming
acceleration at a reference site for alternative basic configurations. Moczo et al. (2018) applied the methodology and performed extensive
numerical investigations of earthquake ground motion for a set of models related to nuclear sites and specified by EDF (Electricité de
France). The investigation included effects of a variety of structural parameters. It did not include the presence of the water-saturated
sediments because there was no appropriate methodology available at that time. The logical need to look at effects of poroelastic material
parameters on earthquake ground motion was, besides the methodological challenge, a reason for developing methodology presented in this
paper.

Obviously, the problem requires a systematic investigation that must be addressed in a separate study. Here we present an illustrative
example for one poroelastic modification of model of the sedimentary basin investigated in project SIGMA.

Figure 22 shows geometry of the model of the sedimentary basin, Fig. 23 shows values of material parameters and limit values (for
infinite frequency) of velocities of the fast P wave, slow P wave and S wave. There are two water-saturated sediment layers inside the basin.
The surface horizontal 4-m-thick layer is underlain by an irregular layer reaching in the central part of the basin depth of 160 m. We consider
here two model variants—Biot’s and JKD. The wavefield is excited by a vertically incident plane SV wave. Figure 24 shows the input
signal, its amplitude Fourier spectrum, and values of the Biot’s characteristic frequency ( fc = 1.26 H z) and 1-D S-wave resonance frequency
( fr S = 12.5 Hz) in the thin surface layer. The source time function was obtained by low-pass filtering a discrete Dirac pulse with a 10-pole
(sharp) 1-pass (causal) Butterworth filter with corner frequency of 15.145 Hz.

The first comparison of the velocity seismograms obtained for the Biot’s and JKD model variants is shown in Figs 25 (vx com-
ponent) and 26 (vz component). In Fig. 25 we can see the first arrival of the incident SV wave, reflected wave from the sediment-
basement interface, laterally propagating waves inside the entire basin and horizontally propagating waves in the thin surface layer.
The main difference between the Biot’s and JKD models is in the amplitudes of the waves in the surface layer and can be well

D
ow

nloaded from
 https://academ

ic.oup.com
/gji/article/224/2/760/5911103 by Slovak Academ

y of Sciences user on 04 January 2022



788 D. Gregor et al.

seen in the later part of seismograms. They are more attenuated in the JKD model. The difference is also evident in seismograms of
the vz component in Fig. 26. A more detailed comparison is shown in Fig. 27 for three selected receivers atop the central (deepest)
part of the sedimentary basin in the time windows [2.25, 4.75] s, [1.75, 4.25] s and [2.0, 4.5] s. The difference between the Biot’s
and JKD models is evident. We show just the selected time windows because seismograms for both models differ only slightly at the
beginning.

This illustrative example for one of tens-to-hundreds of possible models of local surface sedimentary basins indicates that it is
desirable to perform an extensive parametric study in order to find out when it is necessary to apply relatively complicated and
computationally more demanding JKD model and when much simpler Biot’s model is sufficient. The application of either model
certainly depends on characteristics of seismic wavefield and earthquake ground motion that are to be investigated in practical
applications.

8 C O N C LU S I O N S

We have developed a discrete representation of a strongly heterogeneous poroelastic medium with the JKD-model of the frequency-
dependent resistive friction. We incorporated the representation in the FD scheme. The scheme has three important capabilities.
The scheme

(1) can simulate seismic wave propagation in strongly heterogeneous poroelastic medium with (i) zero resistive friction, (ii) non-zero
constant resistive friction and (iii) JKD model of the frequency-dependent permeability and resistive friction,

(2) is capable of sub-cell resolution, that is, allows for an arbitrary shape and position of an interface in the spatial grid and
(3) keeps computational efficiency of the scheme for a smoothly and weakly heterogeneous medium (medium without material inter-

faces) because the number of operations for updating stress-tensor, fluid pressure, solid particle velocities and fluid particle velocities
is the same; the only difference is that it is necessary to evaluate averaged grid material parameters once before the FD simulation
itself.

The developed representation further extends and proves the possibilities of the FD modelling of seismic wave propagation in strongly
heterogeneous media—building up on developments by Moczo et al. (2002, 2014, 2019), Kristek & Moczo (2003), Kristek et al. (2017,
2019).

In the illustrative numerical example, we demonstrated differences between seismic wavefields and earthquake ground motion in the
Biot’s and JKD variants of the model of the surface sedimentary basin. The example indicates that it is desirable to perform an extensive
parametric study in order to find out when it is necessary to apply relatively complicated and computationally more demanding JKD model
and when much simpler Biot’s model is sufficient.
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The abscissae θ 1, . . . θ N are the same for the whole averaged model, whereas weights a 1, . . . a N are calculated for each grid cell in the
averaged model.
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A P P E N D I X C

Note on implementation of the traction-free conditions
The traction-free boundary conditions at the flat horizontal free surface are

σz z = σx z = p = 0 (C1)

Application of the conditions (94) and averaged material parameters (Section 2.3) to the constitutive relations yields relations for the
z-derivatives of the particle-velocity components:
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∂ x
− ∂ qx

∂ x

(C2)

These relations are used at grid positions at and near the free surface. We have implemented two alternative approaches for updating
field variables at and near the free surface—the stress-imaging approach and the adjusted finite-difference approximations (AFDA). Both
approaches are explained, for example in the book by Moczo et al. (2014).

Note on implementation of the source term
The vertical load is implemented as

V Zm+1/2
I+1/2,L+1 = V Zm−1/2

I+1/2,L+1 − 〈Fz〉x

〈Sz〉x

�

h3

∂ s

∂ t

Q Zm+1/2
I+1/2,L+1 = Q Zm+1/2

I+1/2,L+1 +
〈Rz〉x

〈
Gz

Rz

〉x

〈Sz〉x

�

h3

∂ s

∂ t
(C3)

in case of zero resistive friction, and

V Zm+1/2
I+1/2,L+1 = V Z∗

I+1/2,L+1 − 〈Fz〉x

〈Sz〉x

�

h3

∂ s

∂ t

Q Zm+1/2
I+1/2,L+1 = Q Z∗

I+1/2,L+1 +
〈Rz〉x

〈
Gz

Rz

〉x

〈Sz〉x

�

h3

∂ s

∂ t
(C4)

in case of the non-zero resistive friction. Here s denotes a source-time function in particle displacement.
The incidence of a vertically propagating plane wave is simulated using standard Alterman–Karal decomposition (Alterman & Karal,

1968).
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Figure D1. Frequency ranges, Biot’s characteristic frequencies and intrinsic permeabilities for different application fields and poroelastic materials. Based on
Table 1 published by Géli et al. (1987).
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